
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

During Berlin’s first city-wide census of people without shelter, the so-called ‘Night of 
Solidarity’, from 29 to 30 January 2020, almost 2,000 people were counted that were 
roughing it in public spaces. The numbers clearly reflect a distorted image. People 
experiencing ‘hidden’ homelessness (sleeping over at friends’ houses etc.) are scarcely 
visible and are therefore not counted. Previously, figures were only based on estimates 
ranging from between 6,000 and 10,000. 

Despite the data collected on that night – the evaluation, strategic discussion, and review of 
which should help offers for people without shelter to be improved locally – the situation of 
homeless people with and without migration or flight history has indeed worsened, as the 
situation around COVID-19 infections was hardly taken into account, and evictions continued 
unabated. 

It is absolutely necessary that an inventory of vacant buildings is made in 
parallel to the census of people without shelter in order to be able to 
adequately act. An inventory of vacancies could be carried out by compiling 
and leaving vacancy survey forms in community locations and 
neighbourhood venues – because local residents know best what is going 
on in the neighbourhood. 

Thousands of flats in Berlin have been vacant for many years. But because there is no 
vacancy register, the official vacancy rate for 2020 is only 0.9%. Permanent vacancy 
of residential space is considered wrongful use and is punishable by law, but there 
are numerous ways to get around this.  

Vacant housing that is subject to modernisation, disputes over housing in court, and flats that 
are deliberately destroyed and deemed uninhabitable do not count as being wrongfully used. 
Vacant office towers, AirBnB flats, and the ownership of a third and fourth flat for private use 
are, in our opinion, to be considered as vacant space that must be made available to those 
who need it urgently. Berlin's state-owned housing companies are also not a role model and 
speculate with housing. 

Only local residents and the initiative Leerstand Hab-ich-saath 
can show how to actively deal with speculative vacancies in an 

exemplary way and demonstrate what solidarity means. 

 

WE SAY THAT REAL SOLIDARITY IS ONLY POSSIBLE THROUGH 
ACTION, BECAUSE STATISTICS DO NOT PROVIDE HOUSING! 

 

Provide homeless people with and without migration and refugee 
backgrounds – regardless of their residency status – with unconditional 

housing! 

 
https://bundnisgegenobdachlosigkeit.wordpress.com/ 
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